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Di8cussion.-Mr. HUMPHRY NEAME, referring to Mr. Cole Mar3hall's remark that no damage was done to the retina by this operation, said that by using a small electrode by the ordinary diathermv method there was no risk of causing damage to the retina, as the eye was not punctured by it. Probably the heat applied was effective only on the choroid, and the retina did not receive any appreciable heat effect. Mr. COLE MARSHALL (in reply) admitted that he had sometimes found it difficult to decide when not to operate. If the patient could perceive daylight and there was a definite tear, whatever the age of the patient or duration of the detachment he thought an attempt should be made by the method.
In reply to Mr. Neame, the Viennese school was enthusiastic about this method because cases could be treated by it without a large puncture being made, and especially because it was not necessary to use a trephine. Safar's view was that after the subretinal fluid had been let out and the healthy retina had come back against the puncture, if a trephine, or a knife, or electric cautery was used, trouble with the retina might ensue, and folding or puckering might occur. Professor Weve aimed at not letting the fluid out; he secured drainage out through the multiple punctures. When the case was shown two years ago, Mr. Elmore Brewerton, then President, suggested that I should try to split the cornea and get out the creamy or chalkylooking material, which seemed to be in the layers. This procedure had been very successful in a case of Mr. Brewerton's own, and it had been followed by distinct improvement in vision, but it has not been so successful in this case, though the boy is greatly pleased with what I have done. I dissected up a flap, and with Lister's splitter, I continued to divide the layers until I got to the centre of the cornea. In my last operation I put the finest dental burr along the little tunnel, and whirled the burr round, and yet the eye settled down quietly, and quickly. The case shows that the cornea can be split and the material taken out apparently without any harm resulting or a serious reaction being produced. 
